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The American Academy of Bookbinding has designed 
Diploma programs for both Fine Binding & Book 
Conservation. Students enrolled in the diploma program 
for either concentration are required to complete a 
certain number of bindings through a combination of 
Practical Course Work at the Academy, Elective Course 
Work and Independent Study. The student will then chose 
a Diploma Project, which varies for Fine Binding and 
Book Conservation. Experts in the field will then jury the 
Diploma Project and successful candidates will graduate 
with an official diploma from the Academy.

Since each student will enter the program at a different 
level, each will have different diploma requirements. At 
the end of the student’s first course at the Academy, the 
instructor or Director will meet with the student to discuss 
his/her level and the necessary requirements for a diploma. 
As students are required to attend only a few weeks of 
classes a year at the Academy, the average length of time 
needed to complete all diploma requirements is five years. 

For more information and a copy of the Diploma 
Guidelines for either Fine Binding or Book Conservation, 
please contact the Academy. 

AAB diploma opportunities

GRADUATES 
Fine Binding

Cathy Adelman  |  2003

Jeffrey Altepeter  |  2003

Cynthia Fields-Bélanger  |  2003

Coleen Curry  |  2009

Mark Kirchner  |  2003

C. Lang Ingalls  |  2007

Sabina Nies  |  2005

GRADUATES 
Book Conservation

Sophia Bogle  |  2009

Brenda Parsons  |  2008

Ruth M. Strach  |  2009
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On July 3, 2009 we lost a dear friend and enthusiastic 
student, Roberta Hilbrandt, after a courageous battle 
with cancer. Roberta started at the Academy in the fall 
of 2005 when she attended her first fine binding class 
with Monique Lallier. She decided to study conservation 
as well and signed up for Don Etherington’s Treatments 
course the following spring. Her beautiful smile lit up the 
studio, and her joyful laugh will always be remembered. 
Roberta loved the American Academy of Bookbinding 
and had a very deep affection for her teachers and the 
many friends she met through her classes. 

It is her Husband’s (Bill’s) wish that Roberta be 
remembered for her love of the book arts and her love of 
lifelong learning. To support this wish and in recognition 
of the special place Roberta holds in their hearts, 
numerous friends and acquaintances have contributed 
to the Roberta Hilbrandt Scholarship Fund. An annual 
scholarship will be awarded to a student who is interested 
in the long-term study of bookbinding who might be 
otherwise financially limited from doing so. 

We are excited to offer one annual award of $1500 to cover 
the tuition for a two-week class at the American Academy 
of Bookbinding in the name of Roberta Hilbrandt. In 
this way Roberta’s spirit will live on, and her memory will 
benefit another enthusiastic student. 

In 2010, we awarded our first scholarship to Kayle Sykes 
of Montreal, Canada. Sialia Rieke of Santa Fe, New 
Mexico was our 2011 recipient. Congratulations!

A thousand “Thank yous” go out to the friends and family 
of Roberta Hilbrandt who contributed to this fund. What 
a wonderful way to honor Roberta!

If you would like to contribute to this fund, contact the Academy.

Application 
Procedure

To apply for the 2011 Roberta 
Hilbrandt Scholarship, please 

submit the following information:

1. � Complete all sections of the 
registration form at the end 

of the catalog. If you are 
a first-time student, submit 
all necessary requirements 

including a personal 
statement, etc. 

2. �W rite a one-page statement 
(or more) about your interest 
in bookbinding and why you 
deserve the scholarship. The 

scholarship is for students who 
are interested in the long-

term study of bookbinding 
and/or book conservation 

and preservation, so please 
address this. 

3. �I t is recommended that 
applicants submit up to 

three photos of recent work. 
Beginning bookmakers should 

submit some other form of 
visual work, if possible. 

Email, or mail all the documents 
to the American Academy of 

Bookbinding by March 1, 2012. 
A decision will be made by 

March 15, 2012.

Roberta Hilbrandt Scholarship 

18 www.ahhaa.org/academy-bookbinding   |  970.728.8649



TUITION ASSISTANCE

The American Academy of Bookbinding offers financial 
aid for all AAB classes in Telluride and Summerfield. AAB 
has limited funds available to students who demonstrate 
financial need and an interest in education. This financial 
aid program is in addition to the Roberta Hilbrandt 
Scholarship Fund, and a separate application must be 
completed. 

Applicants may apply for tuition assistance for one class, 
either a one-week or two-week class. Maximum allocations 
to qualified applicants for tuition assistance will be either 
$400 for a one-week class and $800 for a two-week class. 
The amount of assistance offered will be determined by the 
number of qualified applicants and the availability of funds.  

AWARD CRITERIA

•	 Demonstrated financial need

•	 Interest in bookbinding and/or book conservation

•	� New students who qualify will have priority over 
returning students

•	� Students pursuing a diploma will be given 2nd 
priority

•	 Availability of funds per fiscal year

TWO DEADLINES

•	 March 1, 2012 for spring/summer classes.

•	 July 1, 2012 for fall classes.

FINANCIAL AID

APPLICATION 
PROCEDURE

In an effort to make the process 
as equitable as possible, all 
financial aid applicants are 

required to submit the following 
information:

1. � Financial Aid Application Form 
(download from AAB website or 
contact AAB to receive a copy)

2. � Course Registration Form  
and required attachments

3. � Copy of most recent tax return 
(first two pages only)

Email, or mail all the documents 
to the American Academy of 

Bookbinding by either March 1, 
2012 or July 1, 2012. All applicants 

will be notified within two weeks 
of the deadlines. All decisions will 

be final. 
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Application Procedures
Students are accepted into the program through rolling admission.  If you meet all of the 
application requirements, the sooner you apply, the better chance you will have securing a 
place. Please send your registration form, resume and personal statement describing why you 
wish to study at the AAB to:

American Academy of Bookbinding
P.O. Box 1590
Telluride, CO 81435

You may also email your application documents to  aab@ahhaa.org, or fax to 970.728.9709. 

Acceptance
Students will be notified of their acceptance within two weeks of the Academy receiving the 
completed information. Students who are accepted to the program will receive a confirmation 
letter, general information, and a tool and materials list. Students who are not accepted will 
receive a full refund. 

Payment & Cancellation Policy
Please submit a deposit with your application. If the balance is not paid 45-days prior to the 
workshop, your space may be filled by another applicant unless other arrangements are made 
in advance. We accept personal checks, money orders, and all major credit cards including 
Visa, MasterCard and American Express. Please make checks and money orders payable to the 
American Academy of Bookbinding.

Cancellation Policy
Tuition payment is non-refundable 45 days prior to the start of the workshop. For cancellations 
prior to 45 days, payment is refunded in full, minus a $50 administrative fee.

general information
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Telluride Housing
In Telluride, students can choose to make their own housing arrangements or have the Academy 
do it for them. In arranged housing, students stay in condominiums and houses within walking 
distance of the AAB studio, shops, galleries and hiking trails. Students stay in private rooms in 
a shared house or condo, or can stay in a private condo/hotel at a higher rate. Usually students 
are paired in two and three-bedroom accommodations; occasionally a student will need to stay 
in a one-bedroom unit. The Academy is dedicated to finding accommodations for students of all 
economic levels, so please let us know your situation and we will try to find a creative housing 
solution. There is camping available for $15/night within walking distance of the Academy 
studio (it opens in mid-May and closes in mid-October), and there are several National Forest 
campgrounds within 10 miles of Telluride. If you are making your own housing arrangements, 
please call the Academy for a list of preferred accommodations companies.



In 2009 we created a membership program for book 
enthusiasts to support the Academy with a financial 
contribution. Donations go directly toward financial 
aid to students. In 2010 and 2011, we were able to 
award over $15,000 in tuition and housing assistance to 
participating students. Thanks to generous donors, which 
include many past students, faculty, graduates and friends 
of the Academy, we will continue this fantastic program 
every year.

To become a friend of AAB, contact us at 970.728.8649 
or email aab@ahhaa.org. 

2011  memebers

Eric Alstrom

Christine Ameduri

Anonymous (8)

Alpine Bank

Sherry Barber

Barbara Brown

Marilyn & Chuck Chambers

Taylor Crosby

Coleen Curry

Leslie Drisdale

Josephine & Erik Fallenius

Judy & Carl Ferenbach

Don Glaister

Jeanne Goodman

Josephine Hansen

Emily Hagger

Lucinda Carr & Nancy Heim

Casey & Megan McManemin

Renate Mesmer

Suzanne Metzger

Suzanne Moore

Brenda Parsons

Kathleen Rickert

Thomas Schwartzburg

Vicke & John Selk

Ruth Strach

Daniel & Carmen Tucker

Richard Tucker

Mark Valentine

Laura Wait

Garie Waltzer

Pamela S. & Gary Wood

Constance Wozny

membership
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I am so grateful for the opportunity to develop 
something I am so fond of. I know I will be guided by 
the skills and knowledge that I was able to acquire. 
I so appreciate those of you who have made this 
amazing school financially possible for me.

Emily Monson  |  Durango, CO



San Francisco 		  FEE
q	 Restoration of  Cloth and Leather 	 February 27 - March 2	 $800

			   $750 HBC

Telluride Spring
q	 Basics in Paper Conservation	 April 16 - 20	 $800

q	 Sewing Structures	 April 23 - 27	 $800

q	 Fundamentals/Intermediate Binding	 April 30 - May 11	 $1500

q	 Designing the ‘Design’	 May 14 - 18	 $800

q	 Intermediate/Advanced Binding	 May 21 - June 1	 $1500

q	 Finishing	 June 4 - 15	 $1500

q	 Box Making	 June 4 - 8	 $800

q	 Stiff  Board Vellum with Exposed Raised Bands 	 June 11 - 15	 $800

q	 Mapping the Elusive  	 June 29 - July 1	 $400

Telluride Fall
q	 Fundamentals/Intermediate Binding	 September 10 - 21	 $1500	

q	 What’s In A Title? Everything!	 September 24 - 28	 $800

q	 Intuitive Image Making	 October 1 - 3	 $400

q	 Contemporary Decorative Techniques I	 October 15 - 19	 $800

q	 Contemporary Decorative Techniques II	  October 22 - 26	 $800

telluride housing
q	 I am interested in Shared Housing and will contact AAB for details and prices.

q	 I will be arranging my own accommodations. 

Summerfield
q	 Fundamentals/Intermediate Bookbinding 	     June 18 - 29	 $1500

q	 Forwarding and Covering of  Textblocks	 July 9 - 20	 $1500

TOTAL Due

Tuition Fees  		  $	
Deposit Enclosed 	 50% of  total fees	 $
Balance Due	 45 days prior	 $

CHECK your course selection AND FEE below
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registration form



Please send this form or a photocopy to:
american academy of bookbinding
P.O. Box 1590  |  Telluride, CO 81435

970.728.8649  |  970.728.9709 fax  |  aab@ahhaa.org | www.ahhaa.org

q	 REGISTRATION FORM
q	 RESUME
q	 PERSONAL STATEMENT
q	 DEPOSIT

q	 Are you a returning student?

q	 Are you interested in the Diploma Program?

q	 Are you applying for Financial Aid?

q	 Are you applying for the Hilbrandt Scholarship?

name

address

city	 STATE	 ZIP

day phone

EMAIL

q	 CHECK ENCLOSED	 q	 CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD

card #	exp  

Name on card

signature

q	 visa	 q	 mc	 q	 amex
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application checklist
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